CLEAN VERSION OF THE AMENDED CLAIMS 





Oj (twice an^ended) A vertical suitcase of essentially parallelipipedal 
shape 
comprising 

an upper surface part^aving sequentially ^ first edge^a second e dge, a third 



edge and a fourtiiMge and(being'^a formed sKje.t with a curved form 
defining an rounded flrst upper arris at the first edge of the upper surface 
part and defining a rounded third upper arris at the third edge of the upper 
surface part; 

afrontjace consisting of sibple material and having an opening and having 
sequentially a first edge, a \econd edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, 
wherein the first edge of the^ont face is joined by the third edge of the 
upper surface; 

a lower surface part having seque\itially a first edge, a second edge, a third 
edge and a fourth edge wherein theVthird edge of the fi"ont face is joined by 
the first edge of the lower surface part and being a formed sheet with a 
curved form defining a rounded first lo\^er arris at the first edge of the lower 
surface part and defining a rounded third^lower arris at the third edge of the 
lower surface part; 

a rear face consisting of supple material and^aving sequentially a first edge, 
a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge,Vherein the third edge of the 
lower surface part is joined by the first edge of the rear face and wherein the 
first edge of the upper surface part is joined by\he third edge of the rear 
face; \ 
ajaitLoftubes extending between the upper surface part near the first edge 
of the upper surface part and the lower surface part near first edge of the 
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l€^er surface part thereby achieving ^a ^gidifi catioi^ of the suitcase by the 
paiKof tubes and wherein the pair of tubes supports the supple material of 
the rear face, wherein said tubes are disposed adjacent to the rear face; 
a retractable handle located on the outside of the upper surface part and 
including a pair of rods adapted to slide in the pair of tubes, wherein said 
pair of tubes ci)nsists of guides for the rods of the retractable handle; 
a flap or panel coVering the opening; ^ 
closing means for opening the flap or panel; 



y 



a first lateral face being made of a supple material and having sequentially a 
first edge, a second edgfe, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the first 
edge of the first lateral sme adjoins the second edge of the upper surface 
part, wherein the second edge of the first lateral side adjoins the second edge 
of the fi"ont face, wherein the third edge of the first lateral side adjoins the/ 
second edge of the lower surfackpart, wherein the fourth edge of the first ^ 
lateral side adjoins the second edge Qf the rear face; 
a second lateral face being madk of a supple material and having 
sequentially a first edge, a second edgk a third edge and a fourth edge, 
wherein the first edge of the first lateral sia£ adjoins the fourth edge of the 
upper surface part, wherein the second edge\)f the first lateral side adjoins 
the fourth edge of the fi-ont face, wherein the mird edge of the first lateral 
side adjoins the fourth edge of the lower surfack part, wherein the fourth 
edge of the first lateral side adjoins the fourth edge o^the rear face; / 
a first elastic retaining ring hoopine,the first lateral sig€ to the second edge 



of the upper surface part, to the second edge of the fi-ontVace, to the second 
edge of the lower surface part, and to the second edge of theVear face; 
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a secoM elastic retaining ring hooping the second lateral side to the fourth 
edge of th^Njpper surface part, to the fourth edge of the front face, to the 
fourth edge of me^ower surface part, and to the fourth edge of the rear face, 
wherein the lower^iu-face part is curved b ^sed on curved e xtrermti^SNpf the 



air of tubes>^herein me upper surface part is curved based on the first 
latefatretaimng ring and basbd on the second lateral retaining ring, wherein 
the lateral retaining rings are m^e of metal, and wherein the lateral 
retaining rings are furnished in the fohai of two lateral frames defining the 
lateral faces in flexible material. 




^iTl^mended) A vertical suitcase of essentially parallelipipedal shape 
^mprisi^g 

/din upper suWace part having sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third 
edge and a "f^rth edge and being a formed sheet with a curved form 
defining an rounked first upper arris at the first edge of the upper surface 
part and defining a rb^nded third upper arris at the third edge of the upper 
y'surface part; 

a front face consisting of silpple rnaterial.and having an opening and having 
sequentially a first edge, a s^ond edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, 
wherein the first edge of the frokt face is joined by the third edge of the 
upper surface; 

a lower surface part having sequentiallXa first edge, a second edge, a third 
'^edge and a fourth edge wherein the third edge of the front face is joined by 
the first edge of the lower surface part anoSheing a formed sheet with a 
curved form defining a rounded first lower arris at the first edge of the lower 
surface part and defining a rounded third lower arri^at the third edge of the 
lower surface part; 
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a re^ face consisting of supple material and having sequentially a first edge, 
a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, wherein the third edge of the 
lower sumce part is joined by the first edge of the rear face and wherein the 
first edge oi\the upper surface part is joined by the third edge of the rear 
face; 

a pair of tubes emending between the upper surface part near the first edge 
of the upper surfacei part and the lower surface part near the first edge of the 
lower surface part thereby achieving a rigidification of the suitcase by the 
pair of tubes and wlfemn the pair of tubes supports)the supple material of 



the rear face, wherein said tubes are disposed adjacent J ojie rear face; 
a retractable handle locatelsj on the outside of the upper surface part and 
including a pair of rods ada^ed to slide in the pair of tubes, wherein said 
pair of tubes consists of guides Vor the rods of the retractable handle; 



a flap or panel covering the openii^ 
closing means for opening the flap W panel; 
a first lateral face being made of a sutople material and having sequentially a 
first edge, a second edge, a third edge\and a fourth edge, wherein the first 
edge of the first lateral side adjoins the\second edge of the upper surface 
part, wherein the second edge of the first lateral side adjoins the second edge 
of the front face, wherein the third edge of me first lateral side adjoins the 
second edge of the lower surface part, wherein, the fourth edge of the first 
lateral side adjoins the second edge of the rear face 
a second lateral face being made of a supplei material and having 
sequentially a first edge, a second edge, a third edge and a fourth edge, 
wherein the first edge of the first lateral side adjoins theVourth edge of the 
upper surface part, wherein the second edge of the first lateral side adjoins 
the fourth edge of the front face, wherein the third edge of the first lateral 
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ie adjoins the fourth edge of the lower surface part, wherein the fourth 
edge of the fi^t lateral side adjoins the fourth edge of the rear face; 
, firsj __elasti^ remining ring hooping the first lateral side to the second edge 
of the upper surface p^rt, to the second edge of the front face, to the second 
edge of the lower surface^rt, and to the second edge of the rear face; 
'^^econd elastih retaining ringJiooping the second lateral side to the fourth 
edge ofTlTeT^per surface part, rosrtie fourth edge of the front face, to the 
fourth edge of the lower surface part, and to the fourth edge of the rear face; 
£^ip ^faste ner fiimished for the opening anH^rms^gjOii the jg nt face of the 
suitcase and extending up to at least theCaforesai^ part j over from 
about 15 to 40% of the surface of the front pmS^d for enabling a partial 
opening of the front face. 



(new) A suitcase of essentially parallelepipedal shape 




comprising 



a front face (60) 



/ 

,. \ 



a rear face (50) disposed opposite to the front face (60), 
a first lateral face (80), 

a second lateral face (70) dispo^e^ opposite to the first lateral face (70), 
an upper surface part (30), 
and a lower surface part (40) disposed opposite to the upper surface part 
(30), 

wherein each of the said faces and parts comprises 4vedges, 
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wherein the front face (60), the rear face (50), the first lateral face (70) and 
the second lateral face (80) being each made of a supple material and being 




each hooped by a retaining elasticrm^ in the edges of the said faces, 
wherein the upper surface part (30) and the lower surface part (40) are being'^ 
in the form of a molded piece or sheet o^p lasticof flat form ^ 
a first vertical tube (3) joining the lower surface part (40) and the upper 
surface part (30), wherein the first tube (3) is disposed adjacent to the rear^ 
face (60), a second vertical tube disposed parallel to the first vertical tube'^ 
(3) and is joining the lower surface part (40) and an upper surface part (30), 
wherein said second vertical tube (3) is'^disposed adjacent to the rear face^ 
(60), a first rod (14) being moving in vertical direction inside the first tube ^ 
(3) as a guide, 

a second rod (14) being moving in vertical direction inside the second tube 
(3) as a guide, 

retractable handle (4), wherein the first rod (14) and the second rod (14) are 
being joint with the retractable handle (4). 

>8T (new) The suitcase according to claim jl 

wherein at least one opening is located in the upper surface part (30), arid a 

\ 

flap or panel, wherein the opening is covered by the flap or panel, and \^ 

\ 
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closing means for opening the flap or panel. 

,5^(new) The suitcase according to claim 
further comprising 

a lower shell (2') extending over a lower part of the rear face (50) along a 
first rear edge (53) and over the lower surface part (40) along the first rear 
edge (53) and the lower shell (2') having an upper edge; 
an elongated reinforcement part (1 1 ') of the lower shell (2') disposed along 
the upper edge of the lower shell (2') and attached to the lower shell fi-om an 
inner side of the suitcase; 

an upper shell (2) extending over an upper part of the rear face (50) along a 
third rear edge (51) and over a part of the upper surface part (30) along the 
third rear edge (51) and the upper shell (2) having a lower edge and having 
an upper edge; 

an elongated reinforcement part (11) of the upper shell (2) disposed along 
the lower edge of the upper shell (2) and attached to the upper shell (2) fi-om 
the inner side of the suitcase; 
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a rigid reinforcing traverse(18) of the upper shell (2) disposed along the 
upper edge of the upper shell (2) and attached to the upper shell (2) from the 
inner side of the suitcase; 

#407 (new) The suitcase according to claim 37 

wherein the first tube (3) having a flat lower end forming a first bracket 
extension (9) and having an upper end attached to the upper shell, 
wherein the first braoket extension (9) is attached to the lower shell (2') from 
an inner side of the suitcase and serves as a stop for the first rod (14); 
wherein the second tubfe (3) having a flat lower end forming a second 
bracket extension (9) and n^ving^upper end attached to the upper shell, 
wherein the second bracket Extension (9) is attached to the lower shell (2') 
from the inner side of the sui tease and serves as a stop for the second rod 



(14); 

an outer attachment part (8) 



"alTrst outer hole for passing of the first 



rod (14) and having a first collar for jseating an upper end of the first tube (3) 
and attached to the upper shell (2) frorn outside of the suitcase and 
having a second outer hole for passing of the second rod (14) and having a 
second collar for seating an upper end of the second tube (3) and attached to 
the upper shell (2) from outside of the suitcase and 
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an inner attachment j)art (17) having a first inner hole for passing of the first 
tube (3) and having \a second inner hole for passing of the second tube (3) 
and attached to the unper shell (2) from inside of the suitcase; 
wherein the upper shelL (2) is disposed between the outer attachment part (8) 
and the inner attachmentVpart (17); 

a screw attaching the out\r attachment part (8) to the inner attachment part 
(17). 



.. (new) The suitcase according to claim 37 wherein 
the upper shell (2) and the Ibwipr jljell (2') are separate and non-adjoining 
elements; 

wherein the lower shell (2') ptei^ing-over the lower part of the rear face 
(50) along the first rear edge (53) arid over the lower surface part (40) along 
the first rear edge (53) and having tl^e upper edge of the lower shell (2') 
forms a lower rounded arris (12'); 
wherein the lower rounded arris (12'\ furnishes an opening (5') for 
attachment of an external lateral wheel swindle support arch (5) emerging 
fi-om the arris (12') of the lower shell (2'). 



SN: 09/786,547 



COL202A6 



December 12, 2002 



Page 10 



(ne^ The suitcase according to claim 37 further comprising 
net\l 



a first metalhc retaining ring defining the first lateral face (80) and attached 
to a lateral \de of the lower shell (2') in the area of the second lower edge 
and a part of the area of the second rear edge and attached to a lateral side of 
the upper shell (2^ in the area of the second upper edge and a part of the area 
of the second rear edge; 

a second metallic retaining ring defining a second lateral face (70) and 
attached to a lateral sid^e of the idwer shell (2') in the area of the first lower 




edge and a part of the area of the fourth rear edge and attached to a lateral 
side of the upper shell (2)\n the area of the fourth upper edge and a part of 



the area of the fourth rear edge; 



wherein the upper shell 




part (30) along the third 



(2) extending over the upper part of the rear face 



(50) along the third reajr cdgeJ^X)-anii,oyer the part of the upper surface 




edgey(51) and the upper shell (2) having a 



lower edge and having an upper edge and the upper shell (2) forming an 

upper rounded arris (12) along the thirdVear edge (51); 

wherein the first tube has a flat lower enk forming a first bracket extension 

(9); 

wherein the first bracket extension (9) included a first lower arm and a first 
upper arm with an upper end, wherein the first low^r arm is flat and wherein 



SN: 09/786,547 



COL202A6 



December 12, 2002 



Page 11 



• 



the first upper krm is flat and wherein the upper end of the first bracket 
extension (9) is of a rectangular cross section for seating the first tube (3); 
wherein the second bracket extension (9) includes a second lower arm and a 
second upper arm with an upper end, wherein the second lower arm is flat 
and wherein the seco\d upper arm is flat and wherein the upper end of the 
second bracket extensiok (9) is of a rectangular cross section for seating the 
second tube (3). 

(new) The suitcase according to claim 42, 
wherein the first meqallip'^taining ring is an elastic, closed and 
uninterrupted ring; 

wherein the first metalliclretainin^rtinigSs attached to the lower shell at the 
second lower edge and at nne second rear edge and attached to the second 
upper shell at the upper edge and at\the second rear edge and circling a 
covering of supple material; 

wherein the second metallic retaining \ring is an elastic, closed and 
uninterrupted ring; 

wherein the second metallic retaining ring isNattached to the lower shell at 
the fourth lower edge and at the first rear edgeXand attached to the fourth 



SN: 09/786,547 COL202A6 December 12, 2002 Page 12 




upper shell at the upper edge and at the first rear edge and circling a 
covering of suppleNmaterial. 




>C (new) The suitca 



an opening zipper 
extending at least up t 
the upper face, 
a flap (15') disposed 




ding to claim 34 further comprising 
disposed in the front face of the suitcase and 
er surface part (30) for a partial opening of 



er surface part and having a surrounding 
zipper for covering a handle attach^ to ends of the rods 
wherein the upper reinforcing part (iV) is made of slotted metal and extends 



over the entire width of the suitcase. 
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